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Ten Top Tips to reduce your environmental impact and cut your costs

Using recycled paper uses up to 70% less energy than virgin paper and demands the use of fewer natural resources, therefore helping to cut your office's carbon impact. By switching to recycled paper in your office your organisation can make a significant improvement to safeguarding the environment.

Christine Wood, Tullis Russell

Did you know? Leaving non essential equipment on overnight wastes enough energy to run a small car for 100 miles?  Turn all computer equipment, machinery or other mechanical applicances off when not in use.

Audrey Ellis, Muir Construction

7-day programmable timers can be fitted to large office equipment such as printers, water coolers and vending machines - ensuring that these machines are not left on over night or at weekends unneccessarily.

Ian Rose, Fife Fabrications
According to a recent survey, 93% of companies who set up recycling facilities at work believe it's easy to implement and maintain. With the UK landfill tax at £32 per tonne and set to rise for the foreseeable future, it not only makes sense for environmental reasons, but it can also make good financial sense.
Tessa Ward, Diageo

Once you have provided recycling facilities, reducing the number of general waste bins is a great way to ensure people don't throw away recyclable items. Taking away individual waste bins and locating them further away than recycling facilities is a great way of encouraging recycling.

Ian Harper, Quaker Oats

To help reduce your offices contribution to climate change, it is important to look at how your employees come to work and take measures to help promote more sustainable transport patterns. By setting up a green transport plan to support and promote public transport, walking, cycling and car sharing, your office can cut its contribution to climate change. 

Mark Russell, Dunfermline Building Society

Did you know that 80% of the UK’s lighting energy is used in the workplace?

Lighting should be controllable to the extent that lights can be switched off in well lit areas near windows while those in darker areas remain on.

Alan Seath, Lomond Homes

Turning your heating down by 1 degree will save 10% on heating bills.

You should also tackle any poorly maintained equipment or ventilation and make sure radiators and heaters aren't obstructed.

John McKenzie, Ingenico

In industrial situations the regular maintenance of plant and equipment will result in more efficient operation, and consequently lower energy use and costs.

Robert Henderson, Kettle Produce

It’s important that all members of staff are aware of the reasons for promoting environmental initiatives in the workplace. By running a positive campaign that is both engaging and fun it is possible to create a culture that will provide added value.

Barbara Whiting, Fife Council
