2nd DRAFT FOR APPROVAL

Green Business Fife drafts in “Green Guru” to Advise on Award Entries

Fife company says: “ It’s worth entering. Our shop floor is full of work just now when other companies are quiet. Our good practices definitely set us apart and our customers like what they see.”

Green Business Fife has drafted in the services of a “green guru”, who once spent 16 months studying business waste in Fife, to help local companies present their sustainable business credentials successfully in this year’s Green Business Fife Awards, which launched last month.

Anna Graham, from Burntisland in Fife, has unique insight into how green Fife’s companies are with five years’ experience working for the Scottish Waste Awareness Group and the Business Environment Partnership (BEP) dealing with over 50 companies as well as undertaking a business waste survey, jointly funded by the Scottish Waste Awareness Group and Fife Council.

The Business Environment Partnership is very active in Fife, helping one Glenrothes company, which then went on to win the “Best Newcomer” title at last year’s event, followed by a finalist’s ranking in the national VIBES awards.  Itasco Precision Ltd, a precision weld cladding and machining company, quickly shrugged off their “novice” status as the Directors realised that good environmental practice really is good for business.

Russell Davies, Manufacturing Director, says a call from the Business Environment Partnership (BEP) introduced him to the significant savings the company could make by adopting some new practices. After a free BEP survey of the company buildings he presented the Directors with the business case for making some changes. “Once it was there in black and white, it was a no-brainer,” said Russell. “Who wouldn’t want to save £12,000 a year on their electricity bill?”

Anna believes that many companies benefit from a fresh pair of eyes to spot efficiency improvements, environmental good practice and innovation that are second nature to companies but could be of great interest to the judges.  She is also keen to give small or hesitant companies a gentle nudge to enter as recognition of good environmental practice is increasingly proving a positive business advantage.

Since winning the Green Business Fife award Russell Davies says that Itasco has continued to introduce efficiency improvements and environmental good practice as they make good business sense and are increasingly providing the company with a competitive edge over others in the oil and gas industry.  “Our shop floor is full of work just now when other companies are quiet. Our good practices definitely set us apart and our customers like what they see.”

Anna will be available to advise companies on how to present their business innovations to best advantage on the entry form and what types of projects are suitable for entry right up till the entry deadline of 12th March.  Application forms, tips and guidance notes are all available at www.greenbusinessfife.co.uk/awards
The Business Environment Partnership is a sponsor of this year’s Awards, along with principal sponsors Tullis Russell. Category sponsors also include ScotAsh, Nu-Phalt, Bosch Rexroth Group, FMC Technologies, NISP, CMS, Federation of Small Business and the William Tracey Group. The winners will be announced at a gala dinner in the Balbirnie House Hotel, Glenrothes in 12th May 2010.
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Notes to Editors:

1. A photograph of Anna Graham, Project Manager, Business Environment Partnership is attached
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